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Mission 

Vision 

To inspire stewardship of the Puget Sound by providing learning opportunities 

about the environment to the people of our local communities.  

Motto 

To be a catalyst for environmental education contributing significantly to our 

community’s understanding of the environment in which we live and our impact 

on the Puget Sound.  

Learn. Have Fun.  



Harbor WildWatch reached 33,001 people  
      through 669 environmental workshops and events in 2013.  

The Get Your Feet Wet 

experience is Harbor 

WildWatch’s flagship 

program. Available to 

all ages, these fun, 

free, and interac�ve 

beach events introduce 

visitors to the animals 

that live in the inter�d-

al zone during summer 

low �de events. Visi-

tors have the chance to 

see, touch and ask 

ques�ons about the 

unique animals that call Puget Sound home. With the help of our 

youth and adult volunteers, our experienced Naturalists lead 

educa�onal beach walks that teach beachgoers how to locate 

marine invertebrates while demonstra�ng proper beach e�-

que)e techniques. New in 2013, we debuted our Beach Monitor-

ing Program at six Pierce County beaches. This program teaches 

ordinary ci�zens to monitor the presence and absence of inverte-

brates at select beaches biannually.  

 

In total, Harbor WildWatch conducted 89 Get Your Feet Wet 

programs reaching 13,050  visitors in 2013.  

The Harbor Out-

reach Program, or 

HOP, assists Harbor 

WildWatch in sup-

plemen�ng the sci-

ence educa�on at 

our local elementary 

and middle schools. 

Experienced natural-

ists deliver twenty 

different classroom 

workshops that ex-

plore various sci-

ence topics, includ-

ing working wetlands, salmon migra�on, and ocean acidifica�on. 

Each 40 minute to 1-hour workshops is designed to complement 

the exis�ng science curriculum through hands-on learning tech-

niques. The ul�mate goal of the HOP is to increase scien�fic liter-

acy among our young students and generate excitement around 

science disciplines among the future stewards of Puget Sound.  

 

The Harbor Outreach Program expanded into 15 new schools in 

2013, delivering  516 workshops to 13,014 students.  

The seaStars & Beyond 

program is Harbor 

WildWatch’s most in-

tensive program for 

young nature enthusi-

asts. This 10-month 

program is designed 

for students ages 8-12 

who are interested in 

becoming stewards for 

the Puget Sound. Rec-

ommended by their 

classroom teachers, 

students par�cipate in 

workshops led by trained naturalists and local specialists. A9er 

comple�ng their training, each par�cipant is required to com-

plete a self-designed community service project and fulfill a min-

imum number of volunteer service hours as youth interpreters 

at our beach and dock programs. In 2013, the curriculum was 

expanded to include new topics such as  compos�ng, green liv-

ing techniques, and carbon footprint analysis.   

 

27 seaStar & Beyond students and their parents took part in 15 

training workshops during 2013.  

Pier Into the Night is 

Harbor WildWatch's 

most unique educa-

�onal experience. 

Lights are lowered 

into the water below 

Jerisich Dock to 

a)ract animals that 

rarely make an ap-

pearance during day-

light hours. Guests 

may encounter am-

bushing squid,    bio-

luminescent cteno-

phores or dar�ng shrimp as they are a)racted to the underwa-

ter lights. Adults and children alike inves�gate the underside of 

the dock, viewing massive plumed worm colonies, sea stars on 

the hunt, and nudibranchs prowling the barnacle beds. We coor-

dinate many of these ac�vi�es during popular community-

sponsored events, including the Haunted Halloween on the Pier 

and Holiday Tree Ligh�ng celebra�on. 

 

In 2013, Harbor WildWatch hosted 17 Pier Into the Night pro-

grams with 4,321 visitors in a)endance.    



Generous Funders 

Partners & Supporters  

The Russell Family Foundation  

Washington State Department of Ecology 

Greater Tacoma Community Foundation 

KGI Watershed Council 

The Baker Foundation 

Melinda Gray Ardia Environmental Foundation 

Peninsula School Education Foundation 

Individual Donors 

Financials 

Corporate Sponsors 

American Family Insurance—Tim Lopez 

Green Cottage Pets 

Gig Harbor Academy 

U.S. Bank—Gig Harbor Branch 

 

 

The Board of Directors is dedicated to carrying out the mission and vision of Harbor WildWatch through careful management of the 

resources of the organization. In 2013, Harbor WildWatch received $92,248 in total revenue and expended $177,428. In addition, a 

total of 898 volunteer hours were contributed in 2013, amounting to $13,470 donated through in-kind services. This is compared to 

706 hours volunteered in 2012, amounting to $10,590 donated.  See the chart below for a breakdown of the organization’s revenue and 

expenses.  

Greater Gig Harbor Foundation 

Harbor History Museum  

Island County BeachWatchers 

Java & Clay Café  

Key Pen Parks 

Kitsap County BeachWatchers 

KGI Watershed Council 

Ocean Inquiry Project  

PenMet Parks 

Peninsula Gateway 

Peninsula School District  

Pierce Conservation District  

Pierce County ECO Network 

 

 

 

Alan Rammer 

Business Referral Network 

Chambers-Clover Creek Watershed Council 

Citizens for a Healthy Bay 

City of Gig Harbor 

Downtown Waterfront Alliance 

Foss Waterway Seaport 

Gig Harbor Boat Shop 

Gig Harbor Canoe & Kayak Racing Team 

Gig Harbor Chamber of Commerce  

Gig Harbor Farmer’s Market Association  

Gig Harbor Life  

Gig Harbor Living Magazine 

 

 

 

Pierce County Public Works & Utilities 

Pierce County Stream Team  

Pierce County Surface Water Management  

Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium 

Seattle Aquarium  

Tacoma School District 

Tom Taylor Family YMCA  

Washington Sea Grant  

Washington State Parks 

 

 



Board of Directors 
President:   Joyce Murray 

Vice President:  Jack Conway, PhD 

Secretary:   Nancy Houston 

Treasurer:   Howard Svigals 

Director:   Ted Smith 

Director:   Jim Christensen 

Director:   Brett Marlo DeSantis 

Director:   Cheri Patch 

 

Connect with us online today.  
www.harborwildwatch.org 

Mailing Address:  

3110 Judson Street, PMB #99 

Physical Address:  

3207 Harborview Drive 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

(253) 514-0187 

Visit Us 
Harbor WildWatch has opened the new Gig Harbor Visitor Information Center at Skansie House—a     

dynamic destination for residents, visitors and boaters to learn about everything Gig Harbor has to 

offer. The Center is free and open to the public Thursday through Saturday (October-March) and 

Wednesday through Sunday (April-September) from 10:00—4:00 PM .  

Stena Troyer 
Naturalist 

Staff Members 

Lindsey Johnson 
Executive Director 

Steph McCaffery 
Naturalist 

Rachel Easton 
Program Coordinator 


