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Digital Programs & Changes for the Fall

Carly Vester, Communications Specialist
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Please recycle Photo above: A pod of transient (Bigg's) orcas swim past Salt Creek Recreation Area in August.




Volunteer Feature

We absolutely love sharing where
student volunteers' love for the

Puget Sound takes them. The entire
Sawyer family are long-time Harbor
WildWatch volunteers, and when we
heard what Ellie has been up to for the
last couple of years, we just knew we
needed to share her story!

Tell us about how you - and your
family - became involved with Harbor
WildWatch: Originally, my mom set my
youngest sister Kiah up in the seaStars
and Beyond program. She wanted her to
have more exposure to the natural world, especially to
such a wonderful and diverse place as the Salish Sea.
I came home on a break from college and ended up
unofficially volunteering at a couple of her Saturday
meet-ups, helping little kids learn about the salmon
cycle. It happened again the next time I came home.
When I finally graduated, I didn’t have a job lined
up that actually used my degree, so until I found it, I
decided to officially volunteer.

What are you up to now in the San Juan Islands?:

I am a marine naturalist working for the best and
most responsible ecotourism company in the region,
Maya’s Legacy Whale Watching. My job is educating
passengers on whale watch tours not only about the
whales of the Salish Sea, but all of the other aspects,
such as the geology, the habitats, and other animals
that make the Salish Sea the diverse ecosystem it is!

I am also a recurring contributor to a podcast
covering the Southern Resident killer whale decline
called Breaching Extinction, in which I have both
had discussions with the host of the show, Erica
Wirth, and have also held interviews with various
experts such as author and activist Barry Swanson,
filmmakers Michael Peterson and Steven Hawley, and
orca behavioral scientist Monika Wieland Shields.
The latter of those will be out in the near future for
listening, and I am super excited about it because
Monika is one of my favorite whale people ever.

What is your favorite part about your job?:

My favorite part of being a marine naturalist is
exposing people to this beautiful place on Earth. The
San Juans are at the center of the Salish Sea, and we see
much of its diverse aspects here. It is really amazing
watching people transform from apathetic and
unaware of their surroundings to really appreciating
the marvels of the world many people take for granted.

Opening people’s eyes to the very complex and
charismatic lives of our Salish Sea critters is extremel
gratifying! — i

Did Harbor
WildWatch have
an influence

on this work?:
Harbor WildWatch
absolutely had
everything to do
with my decision
to become a
marine naturalist.

I had very little direction after I graduated college,
and had no idea what I wanted to do. For a while, I
considered grad school, but I had little interest in a lot
of the research that was out there, and the research I
was interested in had little funding. I also considered
working for the hatcheries, but after two volunteer
days with them, I realized it was not for me. Harbor
WildWatch showed me that my biggest passion is in
teaching, and where better to teach than out with all
the wild animals?

Do you have any fun memories from volunteering
with HWW?: I have a lot of fond memories with
Harbor WildWatch, but the one I always tell is when
we had our touch tank booth at the Farmer’s Market,
and a bunch of kids wanted to check out some critters
on the dock. Stena called it “belly biology,” because you
have to get on your belly to look at everything under
the dock. I volunteered to take everyone over to the
dock, and Stena cried out, “Yay! Ellie Belly Biology!” I
still tell my passengers when I meet them at our dock
about it, and it always makes them smile.

Anything else that you would like to add about your
work, orcas, or Harbor WildWatch?: I would love
this space to advocate for our Southern Resident killer
whales. They are deeply malnourished, which is why
we don’t see them as much as we used to in the Salish
Sea, so they have been going out further for longer

oft the West Coast, mostly along Vancouver Island.

We have seen them for less than 3 weeks all summer
here in the San Juans; compared to 5 years ago, when
they would see them almost every week here, from
May to September. They just aren’t finding fish here
anymore. Chinook salmon habitat recovery is essential
to bringing them back from the brink, so I encourage
everyone to pitch in and do their part, whether
volunteering, calling legislators to ask them for help, or
even talking to your friends and educating them about
our killer whales. As always, I am extremely grateful

to the Harbor WildWatch team for being such an
inspiration and an amazing source of knowledge!
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Masks get the Harbor
WildWatch Seal of Approval

Stena Troyer, Science Specialist

At Harbor WildWatch, we excel at talking about science
in a fun and exciting way. It is easy for us to gush about
all the cool critters that call the Salish Sea home and talk
about their incredible adaptations to survive and thrive
in this unique part of the world. We use educational
opportunities about the environment to inspire
stewardship for the Puget Sound and greater Salish Sea
to positively impact the wellbeing of these amazing
ecosystems.

A more difficult part of our job is conveying how
our human actions can also negatively impact these
creatures and places, such as our
contribution to climate change.
But, despite these challenges, we
at Harbor WildWatch try our
best to communicate the positive
difference our collective actions
can make which is as true in the
face of climate change as it is
with a global pandemic. So let’s
relate wearing a mask to some
important stewardship tips!

Replace single-use with reusables - Disposed
masks and gloves are the new beach trash. Don't

let your personal safety gear endanger the safety of
the environment. Dispose of single-use protective
equipment correctly or opt for a reusable cloth mask

6" Annual Make Waves Benefit
was a Digital Success

w T ogmse As with so many
other programs, our
annual benefit looked
a little different this
year. The Harbor
WildWatch team
pivoted digitally for
Make Waves, creating
an entertaining line-up
of special videos, live
remarks from the team, exciting drawings, and a fun
Salish Sea Swag box to go with it all.

With your support, we exceeded our goal and raised
over $26,000 at Make Waves to support crucial youth
environmental education during this digitized time.
Thank you so much to everyone who joined us for the
evening and raised their paddle to continue providing
valuable STEM education to our community and
beyond!

than can be sanitized between uses.

Remember your reusables - Think

of a mask as another item to add to
your sustainable adventure kit. Just

like remembering to bring along your
reusable water bottle, utensils, bag, or
straw, add a mask to your list. If you can
remember to bring your reusables to
help protect the environment, you can
remember your mask to promote public
health.

Keep your distance - Marine mammals

need a lot more space than the 6 feet of

social distancing recommendations, but

remembering to give marine mammals

their space, especially seal pups on the
beach, can help us remember to give
our fellow humans some room too. Stay
a “seal” distance away from others.

While science provides a method for
producing reliable knowledge about
the world, scientific findings are always
a journey of learning and a work in
progress. A lot of what we know about
COVID-19 is evolving, but we do know
that wearing a mask in public slows the
spread of airborne pathogens. Let’s take what we know
to be good stewards for our community and for our
environment to do our part. Please wear a mask... our
2020 harbor seal pin is (pictured left)!

GET YOUR

FEET WET

Knock, knock! Who's there?

Just in case you needed a laugh (who doesn't?!), here's
some marine jokes for a chuckle.

Why do seals live in salt water?
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Did you hear about the poor fish who got his lef ide
cut off? X%
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What do you call a fish with no e b
iusd
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